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The book is thus suggestive of many new points of view, helpful 
for the present, and strong in its loyalty to the Christian past ; while 
by no means literal or minute in its adherence to confessional ortho- 
doxy. 

Frank Hugh Foster. 
Oakland, Cal. 



Later Gleanings. A New Series of Gleanings of Past Years. 
Theological and Ecclesiastical. By The Right Hon. W. E. 
Gladstone. New York: Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1897. Pp- 
iv+426. Cloth, #1.25. 

This is the eighth volume of Mr. Gladstone's Gleanings of Past 
Years. Its second title, " Theological and Ecclesiastical," indicates the 
nature of the contents. The other volumes contain political, personal, 
literary, historical, speculative, foreign, ecclesiastical, and miscellane- 
ous articles, giving some idea of the broad interests and varied studies 
of the author. The classics and science have to be added to embrace 
the entire range of his investigations. The articles in the Gleanings 
heretofore published are selected from different journals to which 
they were contributed during the years 1848-79; the thirteen in the 
volume before us bear dates from 1885 to 1896. Among them are the 
following: "Dawn of Creation and of Worship;" "Proem to Gene- 
sis;" "Robert Elsmere: The Battle of Belief;" "Ingersoll on Chris- 
tianity ; " " Professor Huxley and the Swine-Miracle." 

It is not necessary to describe the well-known characteristics of 
Mr. Gladstone's writings as illustrated in these essays. The last, 
"Soliloquium and Postscript," is on the rejection of the validity of 
Anglican orders by Leo XIII. It was sent to the archbishop of 
York, by whom it was given to the London press. It is dated May, 
1896, and, as it contains some of the most significant of the vener- 
able author's recent utterances, a part of its contents is here sum- 
marized. 

The rejection of the validity of Anglican orders by the pope can 
have no practical effect on the Church of England. " For the clergy 
of the Anglican communions, numbering between 30,000 and 40,000, 
and for their flocks, the whole subject is one of settled solidity." But 
the official rejection of the validity widens the breach between Rome 
and Anglican Christianity. This the author deeply regrets. " He is 
not one of those who look for an early restitution of such a Christian 
unity as that which marked the earlier history of the church. Yet he 
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even cherishes the belief that work may be done in that direction, 
which, if not majestic or imposing, may, nevertheless, be legitimate 
and solid, and this by the least as well as the greatest." The unity of 
Christendom is required in order to fight the fight of faith. " The 
one controversy which, according to my deep conviction, overshadows 
and in the last resort absorbs all others is the controversy between 

faith and unbelief The age has been what may be rudely 

termed an Armageddon age ; not, indeed, exhibiting the stages of the 
great battle between faith and unfaith, but the marshaling on either 
side of the forces with a view to some decisive encounter. On the one 
hand, immense additions have been made to secular and scientific 
knowledge ; the whole of which ought, of course, to be claimed as 
effectually auxiliary to the grand truths of all, the truth of Christ." To 
the question where the reasons for alarm in behalf of religion lie, he 
answers : " Partly in imperfect or perverted ideas among religionists 
themselves as to the proper effects of science and research ; secondly, 
they lie in a less suspected, but far more dangerous, quarter. The 
enormous increase in the material comforts and conveniences of com- 
mon life, and a proportionate multiplication of human desires and 
appetites, have cast a heavy weight in the scale, in which things seen 
and temporal are weighed against things unseen and eternal." In 
traditional and hereditary religion he sees "a large and palpable 
decay." 

The Christian unity required to meet these conditions has been 
promoted in different ways. What attitude has the pope taken 
respecting them ? " In all the bulls, briefs, encyclicals, and other 
multifarious products of papal thought during the bygone generation, I 
have never noticed one kindly syllable of appreciation of these approx- 
imations. Glorification of the Roman see and its prerogatives, touch- 
ing complaints of the blindness and deadness of mankind to its 
attractions, assurances of the gushing tenderness with which each suc- 
cessive pontiff yearns for the day when we are to prostrate ourselves at 
his feet — all these, of course, untainted by the smallest admission of 
any error or shortcoming on the side of Rome itself — we have had in 
abundance ; but of appreciation, which need not be the less kindly 
because justly guarded, of this I have never seen a word." 

The essays well deserve the permanent form in which they are now 
published. They are learned, but not dry ; the theology in them is 
subordinated to the great interests of the Christian life. The reader 
is struck by the author's frankness, his kindly disposition, his profound 
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reverence, and his earnest desire for the promotion of the truth and 
human welfare. 

J. H. W. Stuckenberg. 
Cambridge, Mass. 



Essai d'une Introduction A la Dogmatique Protestante. Par 
P. Lobstein, Professeur a la Faculte de Theologie de Stras- 
bourg. Paris: Librairie Fischbacher, 1896. Pp. 243. 

This volume of 250 pages from the pen of Professor Lobstein is 
an eloquent introduction to Protestant dogmatics, as understood and 
denned by a pronounced Ritschlian. A clearer or better statement of 
the principles asserted by the Ritschlian school of theology, which has 
many adherents in Germany and probably not a few in America, we 
have never met. 

In his first chapter Professor Lobstein investigates the traditional 
sense of the word "dogma" by means of philological, psychological, 
and historical analysis, and reaches the conclusion that it signifies a 
belief, defined and formulated officially by competent authority. That 
authority has been the church, marching hand in hand with the state. 
History does not authorize us to call every scientific expression of 
faith a dogma. This term must be reserved for a formula which has 
acquired legal force in the church and which shares the authority of 
the church. 

In his second chapter Professor Lobstein shows that this traditional 
sense of the word dogma is absolutely contradictory to the religious 
principle of Protestantism. Yet he urges the practical necessity of a 
dogmatic expression of the Protestant faith, and argues that the term 
may be fitly applied to a scientific statement of the belief of the Protes- 
tant church at any given time. It cannot, however, be applied to the 
creed of an isolated teacher or of a mere school of religious thinkers. 
For the beliefs of individual teachers or special schools are too capri- 
cious, and have too little influence, to merit such a designation. 

In his third chapter Professor Lobstein discusses the actual task of 
Protestant dogmatics. This task, according to the religious principle 
of the Reformation, consists in a systematic exposition of the faith, of 
which the gospel is both the foundation and the object. He also 
examines the points of contact between Protestant dogmatics and 
Christian faith, and explains the scientific independence and the prac- 
tical end of Protestant dogmatics, showing how this science contrib- 
utes to the edification of the church, not by imposing a creed which 



